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 The Protestant Reformation began 500 years ago with Martin Luther's  
Ninety-five Theses, and the changes it set in motion continue to influence the  
present in multiple ways that affect everyone--most of which Luther and other 
Reformation leaders would have deplored.  From a man, to a German movement, to 
an era of European history, to Western modernity as a whole, this lecture spans half 
a millennium and argues for the Reformation era's enduring and  
unavoidable significance.  
 Brad S. Gregory is Professor of History and Dorothy G. Griffin Collegiate 
Chair at the University of Notre Dame,  where he is also the Director of the Notre 
Dame Institute for Advanced Study.  He specializes in the history of Christianity in 
Europe during the Reformation era and on the long-term influence of the  
Reformation era on the modern world. His books include: Salvation at Stake:  
Christian Martyrdom in Early Modern Europe (Harvard, 1999), The Unintended 
Reformation: How a Religious Revolution Secularized Society (Belknap, 2012), 
and Rebel in the Ranks: Martin Luther, the Reformation, and the Conflicts that  
Continue to Shape Our World (Harper, forthcoming 2017).  

Jewish Studies Program events are free and open to the public. 
Students, faculty, staff, and members of the community are cordially invited to attend. 

 


